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Prof simplifiesdiabetes, heart tests

A chemistry professor at Colorado State University has developed a way to simplify - and
possibly cheapen - blood tests for diabetes and cardiovascular disease.

Charles Henry and ateam of researchers have come up with away to use techniques
employed by the semiconductor industry to detect certain agents in the blood that are
characteristic of heart disease and diabetes.

With afinger prick instead of a full blood draw, Henry uses electrochemical detection to
analyze blood on microchips.

Henry and his team have transferred this work into a new commercial venture, Advanced
MicroLabs LLC. To date, the Fort Collins-based company has received $600,000 from
the National Science Foundation and $100,000 from National | nstitutes of Health. The
company employs seven.

According to the American Diabetes Association, 20.8 million children and adults in the
United States, or 7 percent of the population, have diabetes. The World Health
Organization estimates that the number of diabetics will double by 2025.

"Strides have been made toward improving behavioral patterns that put people at risk of
diabetes and cardiovascular disease,” said Henry in a written statement. "But there's still a
need to develop methods to detect the onset of disease at the earliest possible stage.” -
Kimberly



